Seward Delegation Report for Seattle
Seward Delegation: Susie Urbach, Seward Chamber of Commerce President,
Cindy Clock, Seward Chamber of Commerce Director, Christy Terry, Alaska
Railroad Dock Manager, Jean Bardarson, Mayor of the City of Seward and
Marianna Keil, Vice Mayor
Wednesday, April 26, 2017
First visit:
Cindy Clock, Susie Urbach and Christy Terry met with Roger Stiles, Business
Manager for South Central Alaska and Ken Ng, Chief Operating Officer of E&E
Foods. They sometimes use the AKRR dock and their Kenai plant employees went
to AVTEC. They expressed their desire to do more business in Seward. Everyone
is looking forward to a successful salmon return this summer.
Second visit:
The next visit was with Kristian Uri, General Manager & Chief Vessel Officer of
Fisherman's Finest Inc. This company is bringing a third boat to Alaska next year.
Kristian's main concern was a lack of workforce. He mentioned that AVTEC could
be a good source of potential workers and Christy told him about the April job fair.
We also promised to send him AVTEC department head contacts. An interesting
fact was that a cook on one of their boats can make $150K in 5 months.
Third visit:
The last visit of the day was with SeaTac Marine and Walter Seay, the owner and
Susie Ripley, General Manager were present. SeaTac Marine brings two SBS
barges to Seward every winter. They would like to use the port of Seward more
and continue to keep an eye on the commodities market and rail shipping costs for
additional business opportunities.
Thursday, April 27, 2017
First Visit:
We met with Holland American at their new building. Attendees were:
Dirk Van Der Raadt, Senior Manager, Deployment & Itinerary Planning, Seabourn
S Timothy Littley, Senior Director Deployment & Itinerary Planning, Ben Atherly,
Director of Port Operations, Dave McGlothlin, Vice President Tour Operations,
Kristina Freinik, Senior Manager Port Operations. Christy Terry did a presentation
about the Alaska Railroad Dock improvements and answered questions they had
and expressed the Railroad’s desire to hear any concerns that may have about the

dock improvements and impacts on their operations. We learned that there are
more ships planning to dock in Seward 2018 and 2019. They are pleased with the
bookings for the upcoming year and feel that Alaska is the premier destination. We
were given a tour of the new building.
We went to Samson Tug & Barge and saw Mary-Alyce Czech their Sales
Representative. She talked about their barge operations in the Southeast and the
Southcentral area. She felt that operations were improving all the time and she said
she had some ideas for Seward that she plans to investigate. Christy Terry gave an
overview of the Alaska Railroad Master Planning. Mayor Bardarson showed our
prepared packet about the Seward Marine Industrial Center.
Friday, April 28
Our first meeting on Friday was with Tote Marine’s Renata Benett, Claudia
Roberts, Alex Hofeling, Seth Storset, Patty Ludden. Although Tote does not come
into Seward, they continue to view Seward as the back-up port for Alaska. We
discussed the Seward Marine Industrial Center improvements and Christy Terry
gave an overview of the Railroad Dock proposed improvements and Master
Planning. The proposed improvements could handle the draft and length of their
vessels. The Tote team did note that they have some concerns about the Anchorage
ports and are always planning for emergency dockings.
We met with City of Seattle staff Cherie MacLeod, Regulatory Compliance &
Consumer Protection Division, David Mendoza, Senior Policy Advisor Seattle
Mayor’s Office, Faith Lumsden, Code Compliance Officer, Mark Hazard, Seattle
Police Department, and Mary Mitchell in regards to Seattle’s marijuana retail and
grow operations regulations. We discussed some of their challenges and things
they have learned and things they have improved upon. I have attached a link to
their Power Point presentation.
http://www.planningpaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Marijuana-and-ZoningMendoza.pdf

We went to the Port of Tacoma Friday afternoon for a tour of the Midnight Sun.
Our guide, Bill, showed up the yard where containers and other freight is stored
until loading on the ship. He talked about the logistics of how and in what order
freight goes on the ship. In Tacoma the load and unload freight at the same time. In
Anchorage they unload first then load the ship. They take on low sulfur fuel which

takes about 6 hours. Their ships are converting to natural gas and land has been
cleared for an LNG plant near the loading dock. We toured the ship’s cargo area,
mess hall, living quarters and onto the bridge.

