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Public Engagement Analysis



Online Surveys Workshop Discussions

ÅNearly 100 community members attended three 
workshops

ÅJoined by city officials, commissioners, and staff

ÅCommunity Development facilitated activities and 
Q&A

ÅSurveys were open for 8 months

Å1,196 total respondents provided input across the 4 
surveys

ÅThere were a total of 66 questions asked

379

319

263

235

Public Input SourcesPublic Input Sources



Survey Results Overview
Residency Location of Respondents

Percent of Population Represented in the 
Surveys (Based on Vision survey totals)

Å Total Population (Seward/Bear 
Creek): 4,296 Ҧ8.8% 
represented

Å Inside City Limits: 2,735 Ҧ6.8% 
represented

Å Outside City Limits: 1,561Ҧ 
10.6% represented
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Survey Results Overview

Note: 75 middle school students and 63 high school students completed paper surveys for the Vision survey. 
These numbers have only been included in the age statistics of survey respondents
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Survey Results Overview
Number of individuals in household
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Vision Survey Overview
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Å379 responses

Å5 Questions

1. What are 1-5 adjectives that come to 
mind when you think of Seward?

2. Which of the following do you think 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ {ŜǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ 
identity?

3. In your opinion, what community 
organizations and/or events are part of 
ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǇ {ŜǿŀǊŘΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΚ

4. What changes would you like to see in 
Seward in the future?

5. What do you hope never changes about 
Seward?



beautiful
friendly

expensive
touristy

small

outdoorsy

quaint

small-town
historic

rainy

quiet

welcoming

community seasonal
family -oriented

bustling

recreation

natural-beauty

diverse

marine

active

picturesque

wildlife

adventurous

isolated

stunning
peaceful

nature

cozy

ocean

wild

cliquey

tight -knit

caring

fun

special

safe

fishing

vibrant

windy
remote

rugged

artisitc

charming

scenic
mountainous

unique
homey

wet

clean

What adjectives come 
to mind when you 
think of Seward?

Vision Survey Results



Vision Survey Results
Lƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ {ŜǿŀǊŘΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΚ

Top Organizations & Events

ω Fourth of July Events / Mount 

Marathon Race τ201

ω !Ǌǘǎ τ171

- Arts & Music Council

- Seward Music & Arts Festival

- Murals / Mural Society

- First Fridays / Sip & Paint

ω IŀǊōƻǊ ϧ CƛǎƘƛƴƎ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ ό/ƘŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ 

Salmon Derby) τ115

Mid-Ranking

ω tŀǊƪǎ ϧ wŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ 5ŜǇǘΦ κ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ τ77

ω !ƭŀǎƪŀ {Ŝŀ[ƛŦŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ τ73

ω [ƻŎŀƭ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ϧ wŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘǎ τ59

ω aŜǊƳŀƛŘ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ τ47

ω /ƘŀƳōŜǊ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎŜ τ42

ω bƻǊŘƛŎ {ƪƛ /ƭǳō τ40

ω {ŜǿŀǊŘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ τ40

Honorable Mentions

ω [ƛōǊŀǊȅ ϧ aǳǎŜǳƳ τ34

ω tƻƭŀǊ .ŜŀǊ WǳƳǇ τ34

ω {ŎƘƻƻƭ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ όŀǘƘƭŜǘƛŎǎΣ ǘƘŜŀǘŜǊΣ ŜǘŎΦύ 

τ33

ω {ŜǿŀǊŘ tǊƛŘŜ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ τ33

ω YŜƴŀƛ CƧƻǊŘǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŀǊƪ τ28

ω {ŜǿŀǊŘ tǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ /ƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ τ23

ω [ƻŎŀƭ wŀŎŜǎ ό[ƻǎǘ [ŀƪŜΣ 9Ȅƛǘ DƭŀŎƛŜǊ 

Road, Pink Cheeks) τ21

ω !±¢9/ τ21



Vision Survey Results
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²ƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ {ŜǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΚ

Count



Vision Survey Results
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Sense of community

Friendly atmosphere

Signature Seward events

Protection of natural and scenic areas

Small businesses

Access to outdoor activities

Historical feel

Waterfront

No traffic lights

Downtown area

Art and cultural events

Community events/ activities

Small-town feel 

Viewshed

Fishing

Quiet winter

What we love about Seward More focus on local, year-round 
residents

More support for the schools

A community gathering space

More indoor recreation and family 
entertainment activities

Year-round businesses offering 
essential supplies/services

Affordable housing

Reduced electrical rates

Zoning restrictions for short-term 
rentals

Better upkeep of properties and 
businesses

Balanced tourism

What we would love to see
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Indoor recreation / 
entertainment

Fast food restaurants

Stores

Lower prices

Dirt bike trails

Affordable housing

No littering / Environmental 
protection

Funding for education

Jobs

Better roads

Mental and physical health 
help

Natural beauty

Everything is in walking distance

Good places to hang out  
(pavilion, SeaLife Center, teen 
and youth rec room, Avtec gym)

Small-town feel

Good friends

   Access to trails and beaches

   Safe and inclusive community

   Four-wheeling and dirt biking

   Sports

   Restaurants

   Fishing

Vision Survey Results

What we love about Seward

What we would love to see



Vision Survey Results
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Middle school City planning activity
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Vision Survey Results

Natural beauty

I like the small-town feel

Having access to hiking trails

Local businesses

The ocean

The outdoor activities

Great community meeting 
areas

How close everything is

Walkable downtown

My friends

Community events

Indoor recreation / 
entertainment

Stores

Better weather

Lower prices

A bigger downtown

Have fast food restaurants

Less about the tourist more 
about locals

L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ

More teen centers

What we love about Seward

What we would love to see
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Vision Survey Results
High school City planning activity



Workshop Discussion

15

What makes it  challenging to live in Seward?

Key Takeaways: 
ÅLimited access to resources and services:
ÅLumber
ÅHardware
ÅChildcare
ÅAffordable housing (especially for seniors)

ÅConcerns about the school system
ÅHigh cost of living
ÅSeasonal tourism
ÅSeasonal economy



Workshop Discussion

16

What do you value most about living in Seward?

Key Takeaways: 

ÅAccess to nature and other outdoor 
amenities

ÅThe small, quiet, and safe community

ÅA strong sense of neighborliness

ÅFriendliness among residents



Workshop Discussion

17

What do you want  Seward to look like 10 years 
from now?

Key Takeaways:
Å  A strong education system
Å  A year-round economy
Å  Affordable housing
Å  A small-town feel
Å  More local amenities



Quality of Life Survey Overview

18

Å 319 responses
Å 24 Questions

1) How long have you lived in Seward?
2) Do you see yourself living in Seward in 5 years? Explain
3) What healthcare services would you like to see improved in Seward?
4) Are you satisfied with the level of Police, Fire, and EMS services in Seward?
5) When you call 911, how fast do you expect a Police, Fire, or EMS unit to arrive?
6) Are you aware that ground transport EMS services from Seward to Anchorage are not currently 
available in Seward?
7) The City of Seward should provide ground transport EMS services.
8) How could public safety efforts, in regard to Police, Fire, and EMS services be improved?
9) Do you have school age children (K-12) living at home?

10) What do you feel are the biggest challenges Seward schools are currently facing?
11) How do you find out what events and activities are happening in the community?
12) How can Seward improve marketing events in the community?
13) Seward offers a variety of organized activities for: toddlers, elementary age children, middle school 
age children, high school age children, college students, adults, and seniors
14) What community events/activities do you wish were available in Seward?
15) How do you prefer to receive news updates regarding city meetings and work sessions for City 
Council and other Commissions and Boards?
16) Do you know the avenues through which you can be involved with city decisions and policy-making?
17) Do you involve yourself in city decisions and policy-making?
18) What would help you participate more in local government discussions and decision-making 
processes?
19) Do you participate in the arts and culture activities/festivals currently offered in Seward?
20) Seward needs more arts and culture activities?
21) What is a mural design you would like to see in Seward?
ннύ ²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ŜǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
following are strengths?
23) There are a variety of recreational opportunities available for me in the summer: Indoors - Outdoors
24) There are a variety of recreational opportunities available for me in the winter: Indoors - Outdoors



Quality of Life Survey Results
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Do you see yourself living in Seward in 5 years?

16

38

12

46

5

63

18

84

3

28

YEARS 
LIVEDIN 
SEWARD

C
o
u
n
t



Quality of Life Survey Results
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Reasonswhy...

Do you see yourself Living in Seward in 5 years?

Small, friendly community
Invested in home/business
Beautiful scenery and landscape
Family and friends live here
Made Seward home
Good job
Engaged and invested in the 
community
Recreational opportunities
Proximity to trails / wilderness
Good place to raise kids

Cost of living is too high
No affordable housing
Lack of focus on year-round residents
Inadequate school system
Lack of necessary resources / services
Lack of job opportunities
Lack of health care
No support group
Weather
Travel challenges



Quality of Life Survey Results
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Count

What healthcareserviceswould you like to seeimprovedin Seward?



Quality of Life Survey Results
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When you call 911 how fast do you expect someone to 
arrive?

Are you satisfied with 911 services in Seward?

C
o
u
n
t



Quality of Life Survey Results
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Are you aware that ground
transport EMS services from
Seward to Anchorage are not
currently available in Seward?

The City of Seward should provide
ground transport EMS services



Quality of Life Survey Results
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Desired improvements to public health and 
ǎŀŦŜǘȅΧΦΦ More Paid positions

Better training for 
employees

Crack down on illegal 
drugs

More funding and support

New Fire Station

Incentives for volunteers

Better collaboration



Quality of Life Survey Results

25

What are the biggest challenges Seward schools are facing?

Yes,they do home
school

Yes,they go to
public school

No

71%

21%

8%

Doyou haveschoolagechildren living at home?

Count



Quality of Life Survey Results
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LƳǇǊƻǾŜ ƻǳǊ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ōȅΧ
More funding by State/Borough

5ƻƴΩǘ teachpersonalideologies 

More affordablehousing

Higherlevelclasses

More academicrigor

Higher salariesfor teachers

More extra-curricular courses 

More community resources



Quality of Life Survey Results
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How do youŬƴŘout abouteventsin the community?

Count



Quality of Life Survey Results
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Community newspaper 

Community calendar 

Notices in public places 

Other

How should Seward improve marketing?

Seward offers a variety of organized activities for:

Agree Neutral Disagree
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movie theater

ice rink

bowling alley

performing arts
live music

arcade

holiday events

youth activities

ÍÈÙÔÌÙɀÚmarket

community center

indoor recreation

classes

concerts

dancing

family entertainment

art classes
educational events

swimming pool

childcare
indoor track

indoor mountin bike park

music festival

martial arts

archery

nordic skiing

recreation center

cultural celebrations

craft space

gymnastics

lighted trails

bingo

singing

races

golf

dog park

spa

hiking club

indoor soccer

music classes

fitnessclasses
gaming club

pottery

adult leagues

downhill skiing

wellnessactivities

trampoline park

winter activities
What community events/ 

activities do you wish 
were available in 

Seward?

Quality of Life Survey Results



Quality of Life Survey Results
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Involvement in City Government

How do you prefer to receive notifications of city meetings?

Count



Quality of Life Survey Results
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Equal representation from outside city limits

Education on how to participate

More clear communication on up-coming topics and 
meetings

Other options beside late night meetings (surveys, zoom, 
town halls, informal meetings)

Better understanding of what is on the agenda

More trust in elected officials

More civility and respect

See positive results

Shorter meetings
 

LƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ /ƛǘȅ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ōȅΧΦ



Quality of Life Survey Results
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79.3%

15%

4.7%

57.4%

31%

10.6%

Do you participate in the
arts andculture activities /

festivals currently offered in
Seward?

Sewardneeds
more arts and

culture activities
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Side of Safeway
More walkable murals
Fuel tanks near windmill

Quality of Life Survey Results
Mural input in Seward

Native tribe /Native art
Animals
Historical
LGBTQ / Seward Pride Alliance
Alaska Railroad
Iditarod
Mount Marathon / Mountains
Education theme
For and by the children
Ships /sailing history
1964 earthquake
Commercial fishing
Ecosystems / Environment
Veterans
Silver Salmon Derby

United States flag
Kenai Fjords National Park
Northern Lights
Climate change
Wildflowers
Recreation
Lydia Jacoby
Inclusivity
Map of Alaska
Lowell Canyon Waterfall
Ceramic or metal sculpture
Bicycle
Winter sports



Quality of Life Survey Results
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{ŜǿŀǊŘΩǎstrengths regarding
parks and recreation

opportunities

There are a variety of 
recreational activities for me 

ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴΧΧ

Count



Quality of Life Survey Results
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ά¢ƘŜ /ƛǘȅ tŀǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ 
Recreation 
Department is doing 
ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ Ƨƻōέ

Community use building
Movie theater
Bowling alley
Indoor track
Swimming pool
Hot tub
Ice rink
More public use for waterfront
Dog park
ADA accessible fishing
ADA playgrounds
Ski lessons
Winter clubs
Gardens
Extend bike path
Sand volleyball court

Desired recreation events/infrastructure



Workshop Discussion

36

What would improve your life in Seward 
today?

Key Takeaways:
ÅLocal amenities (such as a recreation center 

and outdoor attractions)
ÅA strong school system
ÅA clean and well-maintained City (including 

roads)
ÅMore local services and resources (such as 

lumber and childcare)



Workshop Discussion

37

Key Takeaways:
ÅA strong school system
ÅEnergy-efficient homes and businesses
ÅA year-round economy for future 

generations

What do you wish for future generations growing up 
in Seward?



Land Use Survey Overview
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Å263 responses
Å24 Questions

1. I would support additional restrictions in code to conserve environmentally significant areas of Seward.
2. I would support additional restrictions in code to conserve historically significant areas of Seward.
3. What natural hazards are of greatest concern to you within the City of Seward?
4. Seward should pursue implementing alternative energy sources that would provide more sustainable and affordable 

power to the community.
5. Seward should support efforts to promote food security (e.g. community composting, greenhouses, and 

hydroponics).
6. Which public services / capital improvements would you support your tax dollars funding?
7. ²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ {ŜǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΧ
8. What concerns do you have regarding parking in the City of Seward?
9. I would support more regulated parking (meters / limited hours) in congested areas.
10. Seward should support the use of sustainable vehicles (e.g. electric / hybrid vehicles).
11. Which modes of transportation do you use the most to get around Seward?
12. What is the most dangerous place within the City of Seward in regard to vehicle and/or non-vehicle transportation? 

Why?
13. If there were a safe sidewalk, trail, or access route, I would use alternative transportation other than a vehicle to 

access locations near my residence.
14. Current city code is effective in regulating appropriate land uses in Seward.
15. If you own property inside city limits, has city code inhibited you from reasonably using or developing the property 

you own?
16. What are the barriers to developing land in Seward?
17. {ŜǿŀǊŘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƘŜƛƎƘǘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ опΩΣ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ 

height can approximately accommodate a 3-story building. What height of buildings do you feel Seward should allow 
to more fully utilize the limited land Seward has to build on while still protecting the viewshed and small-town 
character?

18. What types of development do you oppose in Seward regardless of location? Why?
19. Do you own your home?
20. If you own a home or property in the City of Seward, do you rent it out?
21. In your opinion, what are the greatest barriers to purchasing a home in Seward?
22. In your opinion, what are the greatest barriers to being able to rent a home / apartment in Seward?
23. ²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ {ŜǿŀǊŘΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΧ
24. What things are negatively impacting the character of residential neighborhoods in Seward today?



Land Use Survey Results
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What natural hazardsare of greatest concernto you within Seward?

Count



Land Use Survey Results

40

C
o
u
n
t

170

39
49

144

70

46

I would support additional restrictionsin codeto conserve...

Seward in general lacks 
preparation for natural 
hazards

Balance protection of 
land with needs of the 
community

Protects parks and 
recreational areas

Dissemination of 
information following 
tsunami alarm needs to 
be improved

Comments on natural hazards 
and conservation



Land Use Survey Results
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Count

What publicservices/ capital improvements wouldyou support your tax dollars funding?



Land Use Survey Results
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81%

8%

11%
18%

9%

73%

Sewardshould support food security efforts

Sewardshould pursue alternative energy sources



Land Use Survey Results
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Considering{ŜǿŀǊŘΩǎexisting transportation networks, what are strengths for the community today?



Land Use Survey Results
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10

73

138

244

What modeof
transportation do you use 

the most to get around
Seward?

C
o
u
n
t

Sewardshould support the
useof sustainable vehicles

(electric / hybrid) 

40%
32%

Neutral

28%

Disagree

Agre e



Land Use Survey Results
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Count

What concernsdo you haveregardingparking in the Cityof Seward?



Land Use Survey Results
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55%

28%

17%

I would support 
more regulated parking 
(meters/ limited hours)

in congestedareas

ά{ƛȊŜrestrictions for parkingon
4th !ǾŜέΧΦdo not allow RVsand
truck campers"

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ 
underutilized parking in our 
town! Not only is it 
ǿŀǎǘŜŦǳƭΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƎƭȅΦέ



Land Use Survey Results
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Port Avenue / Seward 
Highway intersection 

Safeway

Harbor

Downtown intersections

Third Avenue

Pedestrian Underpass

Fourth Avenue

Nash Road

Seward Highway

Washington/Railway/Fifth 
intersection

Improve snow and ice removal on sidewalks and paths

Extend bike path to mile 8

Improve harbor parking / build parking garages

Build bike path to Exit Glacier

More year-round shuttle and taxi options

Signs directing pedestrians to underpass tunnel

Better maintenance of roads / pave dirt roads



Land Use Survey Results
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If there were safesidewalks/ trails, I would use other forms of transportation other than a vehicle

Weather (cold and rain)

Live outside of town

Not enough time

Enjoy driving

Roads and sidewalks not 
maintained (gravel in spring, 
potholes and cracks, snow)

Transporting items (groceries)

Why people would NOTuse
other forms of

transportation evenif there 
were safesidewalks/ trails



Land Use Survey Results
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74

127

51

Too many nightly rentals

Codeis too restrictive/ 
discouragesdevelopment

No enforcement

Should encourage more development of 
housing

Inconsistencies within  code and how it  is 
interpreted

Codeis antiquated,needs to be 
updated

Codeis changed basedon the 
political agendasof thosein 
power

Count

Currentcity codeis effective in regulating appropriate land uses inSeward



Land Use Survey Results
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Costof installing utilities

Setbackrequirements are 
too restrictive

Permitsare excessiveand 
expensive

Over regulation

Parkingrequirementsare too
high

/ŀƴΩǘrebuild older buildings 
how they were

Hascity codeinhibited you
from reasonably developing

the property you own?

131

77

38

C
o
u
n
t
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40

148

47

13

What height of buildings should Seward allow?
C

o
u
n
t



Land Use Survey Results
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Priceof land

Lackof infrastructure

Lackof quality andhonest 
developers/contractors

Costof utility installation

Vacant/abandonedbuildings

Competition from vacation 
homeowners

No building supply store

What are the barriers to developingland in Seward?

Count
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What type of developmentdo you opposein Sewardregardlessof location?



Land Use Survey Results

54

Do you
own your

home?

If you own a homein Seward,do you rent it out?

C
o
u
n
t



Land Use Survey Results

55

Greatestbarriers to purchasinga home
in Seward

Greatestbarriers to being able to rent a home/
apartment in Seward

Count Count
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Thingsnegatively impacting neighborhoods

Junk in yards and poor landscaping
Short-term rentals
Vacant homes
Ageing homes in need of repair
Lack of sidewalks and bike paths
Drug use / crime
Lack of affordable housing options
Lack of code enforcement
Single-family homes being used as 
bunkhouses
Traffic congestion
Low-income housing
Loss of viewshed
Cost of living
Noise pollution
Lack of proper waste management
Light pollution 



Land Use Survey Results
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Strengthsof residentialneighborhoodsin Seward



Workshop Discussion

Key Takeaways:

ÅImprove neighborhood safety (e.g., 
sidewalk upgrades, traffic flow)

ÅExpand diversity of housing options

ÅEnhance existing outdoor areas

ÅCreate new parks and open spaces

58



Economy Survey Overview
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Å 235 responses
Å 13 questions

1) Are you a business owner within the City of Seward?

2) What businesses and services does Seward lack?

3) What are the greatest barriers for year-round businesses?

4) What are the greatest barriers for seasonal businesses?

5) Is the lack of childcare a barrier to your employment or business?

6) What is your preference for summer economic growth in the 
community?

7) What is your preference for winter economic growth in the community?

8) What is your preference for population growth in the community?

9) Economic development should be balanced with the need to protect our 
environmental resources.

10) Do you work in the tourism industry?

11)How does tourism positively impact Seward?

12)How does tourism negatively impact Seward?

13)How can Seward balance the development of a vibrant year-round community 
while st i l l supporting the seasonal business economy?
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Are you a business owner within  the City of 
Seward?

What are the greatest barriers for seasonal businesses?

C
o
u
n
t
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What are the greatest barriers for year-round businesses?

C
o
u
n
t

Competition from 
Anchorage / Soldotna

Seasonal population

Lack of Support

Housing

Lack of qualified workers

Seasonal jobs are more 
appealing
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hardware store

veterinary clinic plumbing store

electricians

gardening supplies

hvac services

lumber yard

healthcare

restaurant

Auto mechanic
building supply store

bowling alley

stores

clothing retail

grocery store

indoor recreation

year-round businessescommunity center

rock climbing gym

specialized medical care

youth activitiesice rink

childcare electronicsstore skilled tradesman movie theater newspaper

plumbers
appliance repair

office space

schooloptions

optometrist contractors

healthy dining

emergencyservices

marine supplies

performing arts

electrical supplies
barbershop

entertainment venue senior citizen resourcestaxis

What business/services does Seward lack?

Economy Survey Results
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Is the lack of childcare in Seward a barrier to your employment or business?

/ƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
children

Becoming a licensed childcare provider is very difficult 
and not financially viable

Cost of living in Seward requires both parents to work

Employees cannot work due to lack of childcare

CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀȄƛƳƛȊŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻƴŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ 
to stay home and take care of children 



Economy Survey Results

64

What is your preferencefor growth in Seward?
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Economic development shouldbe balancedwith the needto protect our environmental resources

Seward needs balanced growth 
(economy and infrastructure to support 
more housing and services)

More support for year-round population 
(reduce cost of living)

Protects the environmental resources

Encourage businesses that will attract 
and retain young people and families.


